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SUBJECT: CHRISTOPHER CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR VORONTSOV 

1 . AT LUNCHEON GIVEN TODAY FOR CSCE DELEGATES BY AMBASSADOR 
SHERER IN HONOR OF DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER, THE LATTER 
MET BRIEFLY WITH SOVIET CHIEF DELEGATE VORONTSOV. 

DURING THAT CONVERSATION, DEPSEC MADE THREE POINTS: 

A. USG EXPERIENCE WAS THAT BEST RESULTS ARE ACHIEVED 
AT CONFERENCES OF CSCE VARIETY WHEN EXAMPLES OF 
FORWARD-LOOKING OR HUMANITARIAN ACTION ARE 
IDENTIFIED, AND OTHER COUNTRIES ARE URGED TO IMITATE 

THESE ACTS RATHER THAN TO DWELL ON FLAWS OR RECRIMINATIONS. 

THIS IS A PRINCIPLE WHICH SHOULD BE FOLLOWED FOR THE 
UPCOMING CSCE CONFERENCE. 

B. THE USG APPROACH WOULD BE BOTH CANDID AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE. THE USG FEELS AN OBLIGATION TO ASSESS 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HELSINKI ACCORDS, BUT IT FEELS 
AN EQUAL OBLIGATION TO DO SO IN A CONSTRUCTIVE WAY 
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SO AS TO ENSURE A CONTINUATION OF THE PROCESS. 

C. THE US AND SOVIET UNION SHOULD USE THE 
CONFERENCE TO DEMONSTRATE TO THEMSELVES AND TO THE 
WORLD THAT THEY CAN IN FACT WORK TOGETHER TO IMPROVE 
THE CONDITIONS OF PEOPLE. IN THIS REGARD, THE VISIT 

OF DR. KIRILLIN TO WASHINGTON WAS AN INSTRUCTIVE EXAMPLE. 
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2. VORONTSOV SAID THAT THE SOVIETS ARE EARNESTLY 
PREPARING FOR THE CONFERENCE AND WOULD HAVE SOME PROGRESS 
TO REPORT, ALTHOUGH NOT OF COURSE AS MUCH OR AS RAPIDLY 

AS SOME WOULD WISH. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE SOVIETS AS 
YET HAVE NO NEW PROPOSALS TO ADVANCE IN THE FALL. THESE 
WILL BE UNDER STUDY IN AUGUST. HE ADDED THAT NON-FIRST USE 
WOULD NOT BE A PROPOSAL ADVANCED HERE THIS FALL (HE 
MENTIONED OTHER FORUMS) AND SAID THAT HE FELT THE SOVIETS 
WOULD COME TO THE CONFERENCE IN BELGRADE WITH "RELATIVELY 
FEW" NEW PROPOSALS. CHRISTOPHER REPLIED THAT THE USG 
WOULD LOOK AT THESE PROPOSALS WITH AN OPEN MIND AND 
ADDED THAT WHILE THE USG WAS ALSO STUDYING NEW PROPOSALS 
AND WOULD HAVE SOME TO ADVANCE, THE NUMBER WOULD NOT 
BE LARGE. 

3. THERE WAS NO CONFRONTATION DURING VORONTSOV-CHRISTOPHER 
CONVERSATION. VORONTSOV SAID THAT HE WOULD BE IN 
BELGARDE THIS FALL, AND ADDED THAT HE LOOKED FORWARD 

TO SEEING CHRISTOPHER LATER THIS YEAR. HE GAVE NO 
INDICATION THAT THERE WAS ANY IMMINENT IMPASSE THAT 
WOULD MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PROCEED WITH THE FALL 
CONFERENCE LATER THIS YEAR. 

SHERER 
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